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Just a reminder that there is still time to register for the
Fall CLE Seminar for the discounted registration fee of
$30. NALA has approved the seminar for four hours of
CLE credit. LUBBOCE, TEXAS

‘Ef‘i"‘ AL
First Vice President — Georgia Seeley, ACP @"5
Fall Seminar is coming on September 6, I~
2014. Regqistration form below . g
SINCE 1983 Z

We also have 2 more sponsors for the event - Signature Spot“ght on our Members
Productions & iDocket - and | have even been able to

talk Barbara Sucsy into making her AMAZING
cinnamon rolls for the event. Some changes have been
made concerning the upcoming Fall Seminar that |
hope will encourage more of you to register and attend.

1. In addition to our four presentations previously
advertised, we will have a short presentation by

Barbara Sucsy and Sammy Smith concerning e- & '
filing. This will be followed-up with a Q&A session .
with them, so bring your questions with you to the ( )

presentation!

2. We have also extended the time period for you to

receive the discounted registration fee. If you register +,-- . /
before September 5th, the fee is only $30 AND you will
receive a goodie bag at the seminar that is full of great "
items donated by our sponsors 01+2 3
Y OUT SPONSOrs: * 2+ 04
We have a great group of presenters lined up for this = 6
seminar including three local attorneys who are 7
donating their Saturday morning to help us further our # 04 &
education. | hope you will all join ) 3 ) "
us so that we have a great turn V0t|ng and installation of the 2014- % $
out of paralegals at this event! 2015 Officers will take place at the &
membership meeting immediately %
Please help me spread the word following the Fall Seminar.
to our legal community.
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40 Years of Service to Legal Community
Contributed Article by Mary Helen Valdez

| graduated from LHS in 1968. Immediately |
enrolled at Lubbock Commercial College where |
received a certificate for executive secretary in 9
months. The school then placed me at Lubbock
National Bank where | worked for one year. John
"Buddy" Maner approached my window one day and
told me they had an opening
for a receptionist/legal
secretary at his firm and said
they really wanted to
interview me for the position
and gave me his card. | called
for the interview and got the
job. Johnny Splawn, partner
in the firm kept saying she looks like she's 15.1  went
to work for Splawn & Maner the latter part of 1969
and worked as a receptionist/legal secretary for 3 or 4
years. John Maner eventually noticed my
participation in the legal secretaries association  and
the legal education | was receiving through the
association and promoted me to legal assistant. It
was so exciting having my own office. It was a
challenging move--always making sure he was ready
for trial.

My employment ended with the Maner firm when
Buddy passed away. | moved on and worked for Tom
King for one year. | knew | did not belong there an d
prayed for guidance. Then one day out of the clear
blue I got a call from Jeanne Fairman at Jim Killio  n's
office. Jeanne was going to work part-time and they
were going to need a full time legal assistant. | w ent
to work for the Killion Law Firm in about 1999 and
worked there until 2013, when | was diagnosed with
Leukemia.

| believe | held every office in the Lubbock Legal
Secretaries  Association [now Lubbock Legal
Professionals Association], including President and
Women of the Year in 1984. | joined West Texas
Paralegal Association about a year after it setup and

www.westtexasparalegalassociation.org

held the office of Second Vice President twice. |
attended TTU on and off for 3 years studying
Business Administration. | attended Draughns
Business College to take a typing class (Johnny
Splawn thought my speed needed to improve) | also
attended Amarillo Junior College where | studied
legal research. When my kids got involved in sports
etc., | put my education on hold.

| love the 40 years | worked in the legal field. I  have
been so blessed to work for such good people and
being involved in LLSA (LLPA) and WTPA where |
meet many inspiring ladies and friends. | am on
medical leave and hope | will be able to return to
work. [ The image above was taken when Mary Helen
was helping to set up LulLac. Caption reads: New
LULAC Officers — Installed as officers in the Junio r
League of United Latin American Citizens at the
Guadalupe Center Thursday were (left) Sonny
Holguin, president, of 2818 8 t St.; and Ruben and
Mary Helen Martinez of 1902 E. 13 t St. Martinez
was elect vice president, and Miss Martinez, secret ary

(Staff Photo). ]
1 %&l
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Contributed Article -Georgia Seeley, ACP
First Vice-President, Legal Education
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Reminder: TexasLawHelp is seeking
paralegal/legal assistant volunteers to work
with individuals online a few hours a week.
Go to www.texaslawhelp.com for more
information.

Letter from the Editor: Deirdre Trotter, ACP

This is my last newsletter as | have just completed my first
week in law school. When thinking about how to communicate
what it is like, | have this analogy. It is like attending CLE
every day, all day long, but with homework and a test a few
months in the future. After a week, | cannot say | have learned
anything new. However, whether | can apply what | know in
the way the professors want it applied remains to be seen.
Everyone has been incredibly kind and it has been a good
experience so far, except for the %2 mile walk to and from the
law school, while | could do without that, | am hoping it too
pays dividends. Have a great 2014-2015.

Membership Report
Second Vice President — Elma Moreno

On July 31, 2014, WTPA held a membership drive at
The Gaslight. The event went very well, although we

didn’t have the number in attendance that we would
have wanted. | believe we had 18 in attendance
including the three sponsors (2 from Alliance FGid a
1 from iDocket). Overall, I think it was a fun

evening! We were under budget thanks to the gpons
donations which helped cover the door prizes. Atk h

7 non-members in attendance and | believe all baige
they would join as members and/or attend the
seminar. Due to sponsor contributions, the foilfmwy
were offered a sustaining membership: iDocket,
Alliance Federal Credit Union, and America First.

From Office of Dispute Resolution for Lubbock
County

Kristi Thompson

Assistant Director for Education, Training, and
Administrative Services

(806) 775-1720

CLE and Trainings Offered.

See flyer attached.
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Sustaining Members

Connie L. Vance, Disability Services
Signature Productions, Ltd.
Crenshaw, Dupree & Milam, LLP
Liggett Law Group, P.C.

iDocket
America-First
Alliance Federal Credit Union

THANK YOU!

? g:: of Crenshaw} Dipree and Mi-
% The deadline i§ July § to file appli-
¢Ations for the next scholarship. For

. ipformation, call 742-2352, '




WTPA OFFICERS 2013-2014:

Lola Smith-Gentry, ACP, President
Patricia Wanjura, CP, President-Elect
Georgia Seeley, ACP, First Vice-President
Elma Morena, Second Vice-President
Sylvia Juarez, Treasurer

Debbie Aguirre, CP, Secretary

Deirdre Trotter, ACP, NALA Liaison
Jan Bufkin, CP, Parliamentarian
Cynthia Martinez, PLS, PP, Bar Liaison
Deirdre Trotter, ACP, Newsletter Editor

Current slate of officers for 2014-2015
President-Elect -

1% Vice-President (Legal Education) -

2" Vice-President — EIma Moreno (Membership)
Secretary — Lola Smith — Gentry, ACP
Treasurer — Sylvia Juarez

NALA Liaison — Georgia Seeley, ACP

Contact Elma Moreno if you would like to

volunteer or have a nomination for one of the

above offices. Thank you.
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WEST TEXAS PARALEGAL ASSOCIATION

CALENDAR AT-A-GLANCE

2014
September October
1 Labor Day 1 Start of New Fiscal Year
Deirdre Trotter’s Birthday 10 Gloria Martin’s Birthday
Fall Seminar Jan Bufkin’s Birthda
6 12 Y
Georgia Seeley’s Birthda Columbus Da
10 g y y 13 \%
Elma Moreno’s Birthda Charlotte Cummings’ Birthda
21 Y 14 J Y
End of Current Fiscal Year Bosses’ Da
30 16 Y
Lexicon Deadline
ZL Lola Smith-Gentry’s Birthday
Halloween
31
November December
Membership Meeting Executive Committee Meeting
> Daylight Savings Time Ends v Sharon Whirley’s Birthday
Election Day 01 Mary Helen Valdez's Birthday
Veteran’s Da Ruth Bagwell’s Birthda
11 Y 22 g y
Cindy Martinez’'s Birthda Christmas Da
12 Y Y 25 y
Eyvonne Palmer’s Birthda Debbie Aguirre’s Birthda
18 y y 31 g y
Thanksgiving Da New Year's Da
27 Jving Lay 31 Y
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Mark Your Calendarsl
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Form
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